FAIR BALLOT COMMISSION
______________________________________________________________________________
BALLOT STATEMENT FOR STATEWIDE AMENDMENT 2:
(1) The text of the statewide ballot measure, including sponsors, cosponsors, and the text of
the question that will appear on the statewide ballot:
Proposed by: Act 2017-188 (House Bill 98 of the 2017 Regular Legislative Session)
Bill Sponsor: Representative Fridy
Cosponsors: None
“Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, as amended; to declare and
otherwise affirm that it is the public policy of this state to recognize and support the sanctity of
unborn life and the rights of unborn children, most importantly the right to life in all manners and
measures appropriate and lawful; and to provide that the constitution of this state does not protect
the right to abortion or require the funding of abortion.
Proposed by Act 2017-188.
This description shall be followed by the following language:
Yes ( )

No ( )”

(2) A summary of and the text of any implementing legislation directly related to the statewide
ballot measure:
There is no implementing legislation for this statewide ballot measure.
(3) The placement of the statewide ballot measure on the statewide ballot:
This proposed Constitutional Amendment will appear on the Ballot after election of statewide and
local offices and will be the second constitutional amendment for voter consideration. The
proposed Constitutional Amendment will be listed as “Statewide Amendment 2”.
(4) A plain language summary of the statewide ballot measure, which shall include, at a
minimum, the legal or constitutional authority for its passage, the effect of the statewide
ballot measure if it is passed, including its cost and source of funding, and the effect of the
statewide ballot measure if it is defeated.
Under current law, the state constitution does not include any language that directly relates to the
importance of unborn life or the rights of unborn children, nor does it include any language that
directly relates to abortion or the funding of abortions using state funds.
Amendment 2 provides that it would be the public policy of the state to recognize and support the
importance of unborn life and the rights of unborn children, including the right to life; and to
protect the rights of unborn children. Additionally, the amendment would make clear that the state

constitution does not include a right to abortion or require the funding of an abortion using public
funds.
The proposed amendment does not identify any specific actions or activities as unlawful. It
expresses a public policy that supports broad protections for the rights of unborn children as long
as the protections are lawful.
If a majority of voters vote “Yes” on Amendment 2, the public policy of this state will be to support
and protect the importance of unborn life and the rights of unborn children. The state constitution
would also not include a right to an abortion or to the funding of an abortion using public funds.
If a majority of voters vote “No” on Amendment 2, there would be no language in the state
constitution related to the importance of unborn life or protecting the rights of unborn children, or
to abortion or the funding of abortions using public funds.
There is no cost for Amendment 2.
The Constitutional authority for passage of Amendment 2 is set forth in Sections 284, 285 and 287
of the State Constitution. These sections outline the way a constitutional amendment may be put
to the people of the State for a vote.

